THE   MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
constant logical mistake of Marxist thinkers that they
are unable to distinguish between opportunity, con-
ditions, etc., on one side and determining causes on the
other.
It is, however, by no means the only mistake.   Engels
says in one of his letters : '' The thinker imagines driving
forces that are either false or only apparent.    Treating
an intellectual process, he is apt to derive its form from
thought alone, either from his own or that of his pre-
decessors.     He  investigates  thought  alone,   believing
without misgivings that it was in its turn produced by
mere thought and not suspecting for a moment that it
may be connected with some more distant process in-
dependent of thought. . . . Luther and Calvin defeating
the official Catholic Church, Hegel mastering Kant and
Fichte,   Rousseau   superseding by  his   Contrat social
constitutional Montesquieu, appear to them as pheno-
mena within the sphere of theology, philosophy or politi-
cal science, as a stage in the history of these sciences
having  no  relation  whatever  to   other   developments
beyond their sphere.    And since in the present middle
class the illusion has become dominant that the capitalist
system of production is eternal and the last stage of
economics, even the fact that the physiocrats and Adam
Smith prevailed over the mercantilist school of economists
is regarded as a victory of mere thought, not as a reflection
in thought of changed economic conditions, but as a
final attainment of insight into conditions that existed
from the beginning and everywhere." x
It is no doubt true that authors who wrote the history
of some particular branch of science neglected, in many
cases, to trace the connection between the development
1 Letter to Franz Mehring of July 14, 1889.
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